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Key stage 2 English writing training exercise 3

For the purpose of this standardisation exercise, you should assume that following the discussion
with the teacher during the moderation visit, you are satisfied that the writing is independent,
including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s own.

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the strongest piece,
and assume that this is validated by further evidence in the pupil’s books.

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in the pupil’s
independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided evidence in the form of
spelling tests and/or writing from across the curriculum.

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a particular weakness.

Pupil C
This collection includes:

A) a myth

B) an informative article
C) a formal letter

D) a balanced argument
E) a short horror story

Published: November 2018



Key stage 2 training exercise 3
Pupil C - Piece A: a myth

Context: as part of a unit of work on myths and legends, pupils explored why and how a character
might embark on a quest. They discussed and made notes about the challenges to be faced, before
writing a myth linked to their class topic on ‘ancient cultures’.
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Key stage 2 training exercise 3

Pupil C - Piece B: an informative article

Context: as part of their class topic on ancient cultures, pupils learnt about the Mayan ball game,
Pok-to-Pok. Pupils were tasked with writing an informative article which would capture the
imagination of others wanting to know more about this brutal game.
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Key stage 2 training exercise 3

Pupil C - Piece C: a formal letter

Context: having revisited the features of formal writing, a scenario was provided in which a visit to a
local cinema failed to go to plan. Pupils role-played ways in which they might react to failings by
both staff and management, and were then asked to write a formal letter of complaint to the
manager.

Dear Mr Manager

I am unfortunately compelled to alert you of your appalling standard of service
at the Films-for-Us cinema. I became aware of this on the 30™ April whilst
celebrating my younger brother's 4™ birthday.

My first problem I encountered was when I asked a member of staff where the
screening of Coco was. I was horrified to be replied to with "go ask someone
else." How rude was that? Having found the film with no help from the staff the
adverts had finished and the introduction had begun. My younger brother was
worried we had missed it and erupted into an uncontrollable howling outburst.

As soon we had settled down to enjoy the movie that we had been expecting, to
my surprise, an 18 certificate horror movie with flashing images and prefanity
not suitable for a 4 year old was screened. Consequently, my brother clambered
under the seats in front while quivering and shrieking. As a result, I had to
spend 15 minutes prising him out se neither me or my brother knew the plot. In
addition to this, my Mum and Dad were appalled for my brether using
unacceptable language while on school property and werse still while in public
grounds, where my parents received several complaints.

Finally, when we started to consume our 'thought to be' salted popcorn, my dad
started to regurgitate chilli popcorn all over the seats in front as he has a
severe allergy to chilli. Due to this, my father had to be taken to hospital for a
week as his throat was closing up. As a result, neither him or mother received
full salary and could not afford a present for my brother's birthday. If I were
you I would train your staff with more care. Do you also expect people with
extreme sensitivity not to visit your establishment?

Consequently, I would like you to cover the full cost of the therapist treatment
my sibling is receiving due to the dreadful nightmares he is experiencing in his
sleep. I would also like a complete refund for our popcorn as well as £225 to pay
for the hospital bills for our father. Lf you do not reimburse my requests, I
shall be seeking legal advice. I look forward to hearing from you within the next

seven days.

Yours sincerely



Key stage 2 training exercise 3

Pupil C - Piece D: a balanced argument

Context: as part of a project on art in the community, pupils explored the growing popularity of
graffiti. Pupils were divided in their views as to whether graffiti artists should be allowed to deface
public buildings with their art and, following a class debate, wrote their own balanced arguments for
and against the motion.

Should graffiti be legal?

Since the hippy movement - in the 1960s - when graffiti became
more wide spread, there has been much debate about whether this
unique art form is a valid art technique or an utter eye sore. This
raging discussion is of vital importance because many street artists
are being jailed while others are being paid to create this criminal
art or unique genre in galleries. I'll let you decide.

Many people can argue that graffiti should be a legitimate art form
that deserves respect and should be legalised; these are a few
examples of why they believe this. Firstly it can brighten up the
dullest of places if they put time into it. This form of art can
attract tourists that bring money into the towns or cities. Next it
can be a memorial like the Grenfell Tower had a place of respect for
the victims that died during the tragic fire. Also it can be
environmentally friendly by using street furniture instead of paper
from the trees that were animal's habitats so less trees will be
destroyed.

On the other hand some people can argue the opposite side and it's
just an act of vandalism and is stated by many that it should not be
legalised - here's why. If it was legal people would spray everywhere
and damage property. Another reason is the toxic fumes that are
given of f which results in global warming. A final argument is the
money that gets wasted on cleaning it up when this money - from tax
payers - could be spent on hospitals, schools and charities.

Having debated this issue; the world remains divided. I believe that
despite the obvious benefits, we should not legalise graffiti. In
particular, the fumes that are given of f can create more pollution
and I also feel strongly that the money used to make spray cans
could be spent on better things like hospitals and charity.



Key stage 2 training exercise 3

Pupil C - Piece E: a short horror story

Context: as part of a unit of work on storytelling, pupils discussed the attributes of a good short
suspense story. Having read The Hook (Roger Hurn), they used the title as a stimulus for their own
short, chilling tale.
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