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Key stage 2 English writing training exercise 3 

For the purpose of this standardisation exercise, you should assume that following the discussion 

with the teacher during the moderation visit, you are satisfied that the writing is independent, 

including the use of any source material, and that any edits are the pupil’s own.  

Where handwriting seems inconsistent, you should base your judgement on the strongest piece, 

and assume that this is validated by further evidence in the pupil’s books. 

Where there is no evidence of correct spelling of words from the statutory word lists in the pupil’s 

independent writing, you should assume that the teacher has provided evidence in the form of 

spelling tests and/or writing from across the curriculum. 

This exercise does not contain any collections from pupils deemed to have a particular weakness. 

Pupil C 

This collection includes: 

A) a myth 

B) an informative article 

C) a formal letter 

D) a balanced argument 

E) a short horror story 
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Key stage 2 training exercise 3  

Pupil C - Piece A: a myth 

Context: as part of a unit of work on myths and legends, pupils explored why and how a character 

might embark on a quest. They discussed and made notes about the challenges to be faced, before 

writing a myth linked to their class topic on ‘ancient cultures’. 
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Key stage 2 training exercise 3  

Pupil C - Piece B: an informative article 

Context: as part of their class topic on ancient cultures, pupils learnt about the Mayan ball game, 

Pok-to-Pok. Pupils were tasked with writing an informative article which would capture the 

imagination of others wanting to know more about this brutal game. 
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Key stage 2 training exercise 3  

Pupil C - Piece C: a formal letter 

Context: having revisited the features of formal writing, a scenario was provided in which a visit to a 

local cinema failed to go to plan. Pupils role-played ways in which they might react to failings by 

both staff and management, and were then asked to write a formal letter of complaint to the 

manager. 
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Key stage 2 training exercise 3  

Pupil C - Piece D: a balanced argument 

Context: as part of a project on art in the community, pupils explored the growing popularity of 

graffiti. Pupils were divided in their views as to whether graffiti artists should be allowed to deface 

public buildings with their art and, following a class debate, wrote their own balanced arguments for 

and against the motion. 
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Key stage 2 training exercise 3  

Pupil C - Piece E: a short horror story 

Context: as part of a unit of work on storytelling, pupils discussed the attributes of a good short 

suspense story. Having read The Hook (Roger Hurn), they used the title as a stimulus for their own 

short, chilling tale. 
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